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SPORTS STADIUM — BURSWOOD 

231. Mr R.H. COOK to the Premier: 

I note that the government is set to announce a new sports stadium at Burswood, and that a stadium project 
would already be underway if the Premier was not so addicted to his pet projects.  

(1) How will the taxpayer get value from the additional $300 million cost of this site compared with other 
options?  

(2) Given the State Tennis Centre is built on top of a former asbestos dump, what additional costs will be 
required to remediate this site; and why is the Premier nominating Burswood in the absence of any 
studies to determine the fitness of the site? 

(3) Given the existing infrastructure at Burswood, what is the cost of investing in the transport 
infrastructure upgrades required for a 60 000-patron venue? 

(4) What is the arrangement and cost for the State Tennis Centre to move 37 years before its lease expires?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

(1)–(4) Perhaps the member opposite should realise he should not believe everything he sees or hears in the 
media.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGowan: Channel Nine got it wrong, did they?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: They got it wrong if they think a decision has been made; yes, they did.  

The Langoulant report looked at over 20 sites and came down to three: the Kitchener Park option at Subiaco; the 
East Perth site; and Burswood. The Langoulant report did not recommend — 

Mr J.C. Kobelke: That is not true. It was not in the report—you’re making it up again!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Langoulant report did not recommend a site. They were the three preferred sites.  

Mr M. McGowan: The report recommended Subiaco or East Perth.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: Read the report. It cost $2 million; you should read it!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: They are the three sites. The government is —  

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, the opposition is either interested or it is not.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: You are either telling the truth or you are not. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: They are the three sites this government is looking at. We will have a series of meetings. 
We have met with the WA Football Commission and the West Coast Eagles Football Club. We will meet with 
the Fremantle Dockers Football Club and other groups, including the City of Subiaco and the Town of Victoria 
Park. Next week, the Minister for Sport and Recreation and the member for South Perth will travel to Melbourne 
to discuss options and issues about funding, size and all the rest of it, with the Australian Football League. We 
will continue to carefully go through this process. We will not make a decision on the stadium until midyear. I 
have said that consistently. There is still a significant amount of work to be done — 

Mr R.H. Cook: You said “after two years”.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: — including, if the Deputy Leader of the Opposition would listen for a moment, on some 
of the issues he raised. Everyone is conscious there was a dump site through that area of Burswood—in fact it 
was pretty well through most of it. If Burswood is chosen, that will be only after assessment of the site and the 
construction cost implications have been examined. We have not, despite all the speculation —  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Why would you spend an extra $300 million? It might be an extra $500 million, might it? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: They are very valid questions, and that is why the government —  

Mr M. McGowan: You said you would make a decision after two years!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, I did not. The member, again, does not concentrate. He needs to work harder! Let me 
go right back — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: You said February. 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT: No-one takes you seriously!  

Let me retrace. For the public record, if members opposite can listen for 30 seconds, when this government came 
into power, there was a thing called the global financial crisis. At the time, this government said very clearly that 
the issue of the stadium will be on hold for two years. It was; we did not go near it. We also said, in spite of the 
uncertainty of the global financial crisis, that we would commit to a new children’s hospital and that project 
would come before a stadium. Through the good work of the Minister for Health, we have committed to a 
children’s hospital. Construction will start early next year. We have put over $500 million aside in a trust fund 
for the children’s hospital. We will add to that so that the hospital will be essentially fully funded by the time 
construction starts. When February this year came around, two years later, true to our word, we dusted off the 
files and started to again look at the stadium issue. As I said, we will make a decision by midyear. The decision 
will be on the location, size, cost and timing. We have not answered those questions. There has been no 
discussion at a cabinet level about this, but there will be before midyear. We are doing exactly what we said —  

Mr M. McGowan: Before midyear you will make a decision?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I said by midyear we will make a decision.  
 


